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By Kendall HatchDaily News Staff

MARLBOROUGH - Marlborough High School will receive $1.8 million in federal grant funding over the next four years
to help expand science, technology, engineering and math courses, as well as build relationships with local colleges and
businesses. 
Marlborough is one of three districts awarded a total of $4.9 million through a federal Department of Labor grant.
Marlborough joined with West Springfield and Brockton, as well as Boston-based non-profit Jobs for the Future. The
grant aims to create coursework that will better equip students for careers in the bustling science, technology sectors. 
The program will fund the creation of the Massachusetts Advanced Pathways Program, or MAPP for short, according to a
press release. The program will be career-oriented, with the school working together with industry partners and colleges. 
Dan Riley, director of Marlborough's STEM Early College High School, said the new program will not replace the STEM
academy, but rather expand it. He said that the programs funded through the grant will also be helpful to Marlborough
students who are not enrolled in the STEM program. 
"The curriculum updates are going to have a broader impact for all the departments," he said during a phone interview
Thursday. As an example, Riley said that the money could pay for the installation of an Apple computer lab for purposes of
mobile app development course. Riley said that the classes would not only be available to students in the program, but the
general student population. 
In Marlborough, the program will be geared toward preparing students for careers in three sectors finding success in
MetroWest - engineering and advanced manufacturing, computer science and health sciences, according to a press release. 
College and industry partners working with Marlborough High School include Parametric Technology Corp.,
Framingham State University, Quinsigamond Community College, Marlborough Hospital and the Marlborough Regional
Chamber of Commerce. Riley said that Marlborough officials will be working with officials at the schools and businesses
on curriculum development. 
Although Marlborough has already had a partnership with Framingham State University through the STEM program,
Riley said the grant program opens up new opportunities for dual enrollment programs. The partnerships with local
businesses open up opportunities for field trips or internships, Riley said. 
The implementation of the grant program will begin with next year's freshmen, according to the release. 
The grant awarded to the three Massachusetts school districts, working with Jobs for the Future, was one of 24 Youth
CareerConnect awards announced by the federal Department of Labor this week. 
During Tuesday's School Committee meeting, Superintendent Richard Langlois said that his office has been trying contact
federal officials to ask if President Barack Obama could visit Marlborough to personally award the grant when he comes to
the area to give the commencement speech at Worcester Technical High School this year. 
Kendall Hatch can be reached at 508-490-7453 or khatch@wickedlocal.com. Follow him on Twitter

@Kendall_HatchMW.
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